


















Town op Durham, N. W.
FROM MARCH 1, 1870, TO MARCH 1, 1871.
DOVER, N. H. :




Of the Selectmen and Treasurer of the Town of Durham,
for the year ending March 1, 1871.
Outstanding Bills*
Paid Auditors, services for 1869
H. H. Goodwin, printing Town Reports for 1869
Joshua B. Smith, over-taxed in 1869
John S. Woodman " "
George W. Smart, putting saw-dust in Hall
John Smart, taking care of hearse
Eben M. Davis, work on Hall's bridge
Minot W. Langmaid, over worked on road
4 00
32
Expenses on Division of Town,
Paid J. S. Burnham, 14 1-2 days 29 00
" for evidence and cash expenses 116 75
"
running new line 3 days 9 00
" 1-2 of surveyor's bill 17 08
E. Jenkins 23 1-2 days 47 00
" cash expenses 33 37
" 3 days running new line 9 00
W. S. Meserve, 18 1-2 days 37 00
" cash expenses 26 59
3 days running new line 9 00
Marshall & Chase > 100 00
433 79
ScJioolhouse Tax*
Paid J. M. R. Adams, No. 7 27 00
Interest Account,
Paid interest on Town notes 1379 34
Town notes 8390 00
Roads and Bridges,
Paid W. P. Shurburne, 4 days on Jones bridge
J. Bunker, 5 days on Jones bridt;e
H. Willey, labor on roads and bridges




Smart & Burnham, 357 ft. plank
E. M. Davis, labor on Packer's Falls bridge
W. S. Meserve, 11 days on bridge near J. B. Palmer's hotise 17 2-3
E. T. Emerson, 3
" " 4 GO
F. B. Stevens, drawing plank and stone 2 00
J. M. Smart, covering stone
"
4 00
:M. Mclvone, labor on Wiswall's Mill bridge 30 00
J. S. Woodman, timber 1 GO
E. Jenkins. 230 ft. plank 4 GO
S. Bunker, G days work 10 00
J. M. Pendcxter, labor on highway ] 1 0"^
Joseph Joy, 2 1-2 days work 4 50
J. S. Burnham, team, labor, and bridge railingfl 2G 00





IPaid insurance on Town Hall building 10 00
Baninglon tax 2 23
E. J Lane, books, etc. 6 00
Sam'l Runlett, services as Town Clerk 25 80
" record books and postage 10 45
H. W. B. Grover, painting guide-boards 11 00
John Smart, taking care of hearse 3 00
Joseph Smith, damage to sleigh
' 4 00
True W. Thompson, services as police officer 2 00
W. R. Spindler, Superintending School Committee 40 00
Benj. Tuttle, dinner and horse bating
* 2 50
Valentine Mathes, ji\ services as police officer 10 00
"
arresting Irishman and taking same to Dover 5 00
Cyrus G. Smith, for collecting taxes 95 00
Tax bills 3 00
W. S. Meserve services as selectman 30 00
"
taking special enrollment and calling special
meeting 4 00
E. Jenkins, services as selectman 30 00
"
taking special enrollment and calling special meeting 5 00
J. S. Burnham, services as selectman 30 00
" at Dover, and team 3 00
*' at Newmarket and Lee 3 00
•'
going to Concord, Dec. 2 5 60
" as Town Treasurer 25 00
Secretary of State for copy of act Durham and Newmarket 2 00
W. S. Meserve, wood for selectmen's office 75
J. N. Hanson, Rochester, damages received on Newmarket
road 15 00
883
l^aid W. S. Meserve, services as overseer of poor 22 00
W. S. Meserve, for support of poor 130 97
IGl 97
State Tax 2784 00

























Store rent of G. & W. P. Frost
Balance of L. Hall's list of '68
Cash of Daniel Chesley on note
" S. Rundlett, wharf rent
" W. S. Meserve, old plank
" Cyrus G. Smith, list of '70^
u u » '69



















Cyrus G. Smith's List for 1870.
C. W. Bartlett, left town,
8
Mepoirt of the Overseer of the Poor,
Paid J. S. & E. Bennett for supplies furnished Mrs. Crayon 17 50
" " A. D. Thompson 7 00
L. F. Hanson " "
G. L. Dearborn " "
C. B. Doe & Co., for coat for Thompson boy
Smart & Burnham, wood for Thompson family
J. Y. Chapman, wood and butter for Thompson family
J. S. Burnhara, boots for Thompson boy
J. W. Wiggin, for teams for Thompson's funeral
W. S. Meserve, board and clothing for Rand boys
"
supplies and transportation for paupers
"
supplies for Alfred S. Doe
G. & W. Frost, "
V. Mathes, jr., supplies for G. E. Langley's family
Sam'l Runlett, house rent
"
Dr. Sylvester, medical attendance on Charles Davis
One affidavit
Postage and stationery
City of Dover, bill for Sarah Dame •
Cr.












In accordance with the laws of the State, the Committee would re-
spectfully submit the following Report of the Schools for the year
ending March 1st, 1871 .
We omit a statement in regard to the standing of scholars in the
several schools. Such a report, made with proper discrimination, would
require more space than our limits will permit. Information of this
kind can be obtained by consulting the District Registers, found in the
hands of the Town Clerk.
Ill
A table, giving names and figures, will be found on the last page of
this Repoi't.
DISTRICT NO. 1.
This we found a large and interesting school. A teacher to succeed
here, in addition to good literary qualifications, must possess wisdom
and firmness in disciplinary matters. The teacher for the Summer term
succeeded well in government, and in instruction.
Some laxity of discipline, in the beginning of the Winter term, made
considerable rigor eventually necessary, to the maintenance of good or-




This is the most advanced school in the town ; having classes in Al-
gebra and a good class in Latin.
The Summer term, taught by one of our most accomplished and in-
dustrious teachers, was highly interesting and successful.
The Winter term is still in progress. Some of the more advanced
scholars are not in attendance, lessening somewhat the apparent interest.
still efficient work is being done, and satisfactory results will be
realized.
DISTRICT NO. 3.
This school, though small, and lacking the enthusiasm of numbers,
we found quite attentive and industrious. Although the terms were
short, both together not longer than one should be, commendable pro-
gress was made in all the classes.
DISTRICT NO. 4.
This is a good little school, and was well managed by the same teacher
through both terms. There seemed to be the most perfect under-
standing and good will between teacher and scholars. The blackboard
exercises in Ai'ithmetic and in analytical Grammar, at the close of the
last term, indicated close application and thorough instruction.
DISTRICT NO. 5.
This is comparatively a large school, and quite well advanced. It
was creditably governed and instructed through both terms by the same
teacher. Better results are generally apparent where the same teacher
can work harmoniously with a school for a number of terms.
DISTRICT NO. 6.
This is the smallest school we have, and is generally composed of
small scholars. A good interest was kept up, and the teacher did her
work faithfully through both terms.
DISTRICT NO. 7.
In this District public spirit and good taste are seen, in their sub-
stantial and well finished school building We were glad to notice
that, with but few exceptions, it still remains unmarred. Good order
and industry characterized this school through both terms, and we were
favorably impressed with the advancement that was made. The teacher
worked patiently and earnestly, and deserves commendation.
DISTRICT NO. 8.
This, we think a quiet, well disposed school. One of the teachers re-
marked that "the scholars were regular in their attendance, respectful
to their teacher, and diligent in their studies with very few exceptions."
Good progress was made through both terms. The interest of parents
and others in the school, merits a favorable notice. We observed that
some scholars were disposed to hasten forward without a sufficient re-
gard to thoroughness. It should be remembered that good scholarship
can not be attained in this way. Thoroughness first, advancement af-
terwards, should be the rule.
DISTRICT NO. 9.
For a number of terms this school has been taught by the same teach-
er, with very satisfactory results. The interest we found unabated to
the close of the last terra. The examinations gave evidence that faith-
ful and thorough work had been done."S"^
DISTRICT NO. 10.
During the first term of this school a fair working interest was awak-
ened, and a good degree of progress was evident at the close of the
term.
During the second term a decided interest was aroused, commenda-
ble earnestness and ability displayed on the part of the teacher, and
good advancement made in all the classes. We shall be disappointed to
hear any but good reports from this school in coming years.
A few general remarks may not be deemed inappropriate. We do
not expect to advance any new ideas, or theories, on the subject of Com-
mon School education. Our present plan is, possibly, susceptible of
improvement; but we need not so much an improved plan, as an im-
proved interest in the plan alrea.ly adopted.
We need more interest on
the part of our citizens, in providing
funds for longer terms of school.
There should be, at least, six months school in every district
each year.
We need more interest on the part of parents and guardians in pro-
viding books for their children, and
in faithfully keeping them at school.
We need more interest on the part of teachers in fitting themselves
thoroughly for the work of teaching. Considerable
interest is already
felt, but there is room for more. General apatliy
is the greatest obsta-
cle to educational progress. Would we all work commensurate
with
our school advantages, far greater results than at present
would be re-
alized. Under our form of government, the value of our common
schools can hardly be estimated. They are the conservators
of our free
institutions. They must be maintained, and not only maintamed,
but
improved with the progressive
demands of the age.
In this town, we think some provision should be made for a more
ad-
vanced course of study than the present schools aflFord.
A want of this
kind is generally acknowledged.
There is a wide demand for better ed-
ucational advantages here among us, of which all classes
could avail
themselves. The existence of such advantages would tend to greatly
increase this demand, and develop a general ambition
for higher
cultivation.
Having given some thought to the subject,
we respectfully submit the
following recommendations, which
we deem practicable for the improve-
ment of our school privileges :
First, the consolidation of District
No. 1 and No. 8, and the estab-
lishment in their stead of a graded school. The scholars
of these two
districts could, without inconvenience, attend at
one place, and all be
greatly benefitted by
such a school. An experienced educator would
readily admit that scholars living
so conveniently together as they
do




of a High School, supported by the
town, and free to scholars of suitable qualifications
from all the district
schools.
Such a school could not fail to be of untold value to
our town. If
properly conducted,
it would furnish a strong incentive to exertion
on
the part of scholars
in the districi schools. It would elevate the stand-
ard of teaching, and general educaiion among the people.
We can
reasonably imagine, that
with such rducalional advantages, our prop-
erty would api)rec.iale in
valiu'. and our tenements would not lack
tenants.
We feel well assured that these, or similar recommendations,
must
commend themselves to the friends of education,
and to all who are in-
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